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acre  they  had  left  me  and  my  mother  to 
11  us  what  happened  and  my  brother  and  I 
id  to  take  a  cab  to  pick  up  Dad’s  car.  The 
illow  Cab  driver  was  very  nice  and  he 
ought  it  was  a  terrible  way  to  treat 
sitors  .  .  . 

I  had  to  pay  $18  to  get  the  car  back, 
fter  we  all  got  back  together  again,  we  just 
eaded  back  to  Merced  and  my  parents 
ack  to  Iowa.  As  we  drove  over  the  Bay 
ridge  there  was  gloom  over  the  car.  We 
ad  a  nice  time  but  I  thought  what  a- way  for 
us  to  remember  our  trip  to  San  Francisco. 


JOAN  RAFAEL 
Merced 


Solzhenitsyn 
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Congratulations  to  Guy  Wright  for  his 
recent  column  about  Alexander  Solzhenit¬ 
syn.  Every  American  should  read  this  man’s 
recent  speech  in  Washington.  Solzhenitsyn  is 
a  glowing  white  light  of  truth  illuminating 
the  murky  twilight  of  the  Walter  Chronkites. 

PATRICK  TYNAN 
MiU  Valley 


Gate  bridge  tolls 

Let's  bring  a  little  fairness  into  this 
compulsive  drive  to  cut  out  the  commuter. 

There  must  be  thousands  Of  commuters 
who  are  forced  to  drive  to  work  because 
they  need  their  cars  in  the  performance  of 
their  jobs.  And  yet  we  never  hear  anything 
said  on  their  behalf.  Is  it  fair  to  penalize 
these  people? 

Is  it  right  to  talk  about  a  $1.50  toll  for 
single  people  driving  alone  in  their  car 
during  commute  hours?  That  is  discrimina¬ 
tion  of  the  worst  order  since  the  working 
person  who  uses  a  car  for  business  purposes 
has  no  alternative. 

He  can’t  use  the  bus,  or  the  ferry  or  join 
a  car  pool.  Wouldn’t  it  be  fair  to  allow  these 
people  to  prove  their  need  for  a  car  and  then 
allow  them  use  of  the  bridge  at  a  fair  toll? 

NORMAN  HERSHON 
Kentfield 


Hamill  readers 

Congratulations  on  adding  Pete  Hamill 
to  your  featured  columnists.  His  writing  is 
excellent,  and  I  enjoy  his  pieces  every  time 
they  appear. 

DENNIS  B.  KAVANAGH 
San  Francisco 

Hamill  comments  that  Nixon  is 
running  around  free.  So  is  Robert  Strauss, 
the*  chairman  of  the  Democratic  National 
Committee,  who  took  $.50,000  from  Ashland 
Oil  Co.  and  cleverly  hid  it  in  the  books  of  the 
Democratic  Party  .  .  . 

The  whole  Watergate  farce  was  a  staged 
pohtical  venedetta  in  which  the  books  of  the 
Democratic  Party  were  exempted  or  the 
media  of  this  nation,  along  with  the  entire 
Watergate  cabal,  became  criminal  co-con¬ 
spirators  with  Sam  Ervin  to  withhold 
facts  .  .  . 

STANLEY  A.  BERGMAN 

^  San  Francisco 
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TODAY’S  QUOTE 

“We  can  all  have  a  bigger  slice  of  i 
pie  if  government  will  get  the  hell  out  of  I 
way  and  let  free  enterprise  work.”— Forn 
Gov.  Ronald  Reagan 


Ford’s  blocks  on  Reagan 


GERALD  FORD  is  moving  very  quickly 
and  very  effectively  to  paralyze  a  challenge 
from  the  right,  which  up  until  now  has 
meant  a  challenge  from  Ronald  Reagan. 
There  is,  for  one  thing,  the  early  announce¬ 
ment  of  his  candidacy  —  done  amiably, 
rather  matter-of-factly,  and  lacking  there¬ 
fore  in  that  off-putting  smell  of  a  hunger  for 
power  that  is  associated  with  men  of  a 
different  temperament. 

But  the  announcement  was  by  no  means 
all.  The  President’s  three  most  conspicuous 
lieutenants  are  three  conservatives,  well- 
known  in  different  political  spheres.  As  head 
of  the  election  committee  there  is  Howard 
Callaway,  who  stepped  down  as  secretary  of 
the  army.  Bo  Callaway  ran  for  governor  in 
his  home  state  of  Georgia  and  lost  because 
he  was  too  conservative! 

Dean  Burch  is  not  only  known  and 
admired  for  his  work  as  head  of  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  he  is  a  Gold- 
water  man  from  way  back,  chairman  of  the 
Republican  Party  when  Goldwater  was  run¬ 
ning  for  President. 

David  Packard  is  a  businessman,  but 
experienced  in  government  as  second  in 
command  of  the  Defense  Department  under 
Melvin  Laird.  He  is  a  Californian  whose 
interest  in  politics  has  sharpened  as  his 
concern  for  his  country’s  future  grows  more 
acute. 

And  then,  as  lagniappe,  there  was  the 
business  about  Rockefeller.  Mr.  Ford 
“hopes”  that  Rockefeller  will  be.  the  nomi¬ 
nee,  but  recognizes  that  the  decision  is  for 
the  convention  to  make.  If  Eisenhower  had 
gone  that  extra  length  to  treat  Nixon  that 
way  in  1956,  the  gesture  would  have  been 
interpreted  as  a  repudiation. 

It  is  not  being  thus  interpreted  at  the 
moment  for  two  reasons.  The  first  is  that 
everybody  knows  Ford  is  engaged  in  politi¬ 
cal  choreography,  designed  to  narcotize  the 
misgivings  of  the  right.  The  second  is  that 
they  anticipate  his  success  —  a  Ford- 
dominated  convention,  and  the  re-nomina- 
tion  of  Rockefeller. 


Meanwhile,  Ronald  Reagan  is  in  a 
quandary.  Every  day  he  loses  —  as  he  did 
during  1967  and  1968  —  potential  support 
from  key  conservative  figures.  Take,  for 
instance.  Dean  Burch.  Who  is  prepared  to 
say  with  any  confidence  that  he  would  now 
be  associated  with  Gerald  Ford’s  campaign 
if  Ronald  Reagan  had  announced  six  months 
ago  his  own  candidacy?  There  are  some  who 
will  say  that  Reagan’s  vacillation  has  cost 
him  the  momentum  he  cannot  now  ecov^r. 

But  Reagan  has  other  things  also  to 
weigh  in  the  balance,  He  has  been  waiting  to 
see  signs  of  Ford’s  weakn^s. 

Unemployment  is  not  increasing,  the 
rate  of  inflation  is  reducing,  the  loss  of 
Indochina  was  substantially  assimilated  by 
the  melodramatic  rescue  of  a  single  cargo 
vessel,  the  Portuguese  voted  heavily  against 
the  Communists,  the  Mideast  fuse  continues 
to  burn  just  this  side  of  detonation,  rather 
uncomfortably;  and  a  rampageous  Congress 
is  suddenly,  quietly  disciplined  by  executive 
vetoes. 

Meanwhile  the  essential  amiability  of 
Ford  has  a  creeping  effect  on  the  public’s 
sensibility,  and  the  failure  of  the  Democrats 
to  make  common  cause  leaves  the  country 
with  the  most  paradoxical  political  situation 
in  this  century:  Never  has  the  Republican 
Party  been  more  despised,  and  seldom,  at 
mid-term,  has  a  Republican  incumbent  ap¬ 
peared  more  secure. 

The  Reagan  forces  have  meanwhil , 
reached  a  point  somewhere  between  rest¬ 
lessness  and  desertion,  and  some  of  them 
are  beginning  to  look  coyly  in  the  direction 
of  John  Connally,  who  would  very  much  like 
to  be  president. 

George  Wallace,  it  is  currently  believed 
by  a  widening  circle  of  professionals,  is 
sicker  than  he  and  the  “Palace  Guard”  let 
on.  And  anyway,  the  latest  findings  are  that 
a  separate  candidacy  by  Wallace  would,  in 
the  end,  hurt  the  Democrats  more  than  the 
Republicans. 


John  P,  Roche 

The  White  House  wiretaps 


MY  YEARS  IN  the  Johnson  White 
House  —  which  I  dubbed  the  Alamo  —  may 
have  made  me  unduly  sensitive,  if  not 
slightly  paranoic,  but  I  confess  a  couple  of 
recent  developments  have  enraged  me.  The 
first  was  former  President  Richard  Nixon’s 
casual  statement  that  his  predecessor,  the 
late  Lyndon  Johnson,  suggested  he  bug  the 
White  House.  Johnson  allegedly  pointed  out 
how  useful  tapes  would  be  in  writing  up  the 
history  of  Nixon’s  Administration. 

Of  course.  President  Johnson  had  a 
taping  facility.  In  this  age  when  telephonic 
communication  has  replaced  written  docu¬ 
ments  in  crisis  situations  it  is  arguable  that 
any  president  who  does  not  have  a  recorder 
rigged  to  his  phone  should  be  impeached. 

Johnson  had  a  button  on  his  phone 
(installed  by  the  White  House  communica¬ 
tions  agency  —  a  branch  of  the  Army  Signal 
Corps  —  not  by  the  Secret  Service)  and  used 
it  from  time  to  time.  Indeed,  the  classic 
story,  which  is  too  good  to  be  false,  is  that 
when  he  invited  Attorney  General  Robert 
Kennedy  to  the  Oval  Office  to  tell  him  it  was 
no-go  for  the  1964  vice  presidency,  the  tape 
was  running. 

That  evening  Col.  Jack  Albright  of  the 
White  House  communications  office  reported 
that  the  tape  was  undecipherable,  that  there 
was  some  strong  electronic  interference. 
L.B.J.,  the  account  continues,  thought  a 
minute  and  then  broke  out  in  a  roar  of 
laughter:  “Why  that  shrewd  little  .  .  .!  That’s 
why  he  kept  his  attache  case  on  his  lap!” 
Bobby  had  apparently  taken  preemptive 
countermeasures. 


But  to  use  this  as  justification  for 
Nixon’s  characteristic  exercise  in  electronic 
overkill  is  preposterous.  Nixon,  supposedly 
the  very  private  man,  did  everything  but 
bug  the  toilets. 

My  second  grievance  arose  as  I  care¬ 
lessly  meandered  through  the  second  section 

of  The  Sunday  Times.  There,  tucked  away 
on  page  33,  was  a  story.  “Data  show 
Kissinger  had  aide  tapped,  then  urged  him 
to  stay.”  It  went  on  to  disclose^that  Kissin- 
gqr,  then  National  Security  assistant,  “or¬ 
dered  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  to 
wire-tap  Morton  Halperin  as  a  potential 
security  risk.” 

Kissinger  was  accused  of  ordering  wire 
taps  placed  on  a  number  of  his  aides,  some 
journalists  and,  for  reasons  that  defy  ra¬ 
tional  explanation,  presidential  speech-writ¬ 
er  WiUiam  Safire.  He  denied  it  flatly  and,  in 
Salzburg  on  one  of  his  safaris,  angrily 
threatened  to  quit  if  people  didn’t  stop 
spreading  such  dirty  stories.  Subsequently 
he  testified  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  still  run  by  his  friend 
Fulbright,  and  the  committee  gave  him  a 
clean  bill  of  health. 

The  can  was  officially  tied  on  the  tail  of 
General  Alexander  Haig,  who  apparently 
delivered  the  orders  to  the  FBI.  Haig  did 
indeed  deliver  the  messages,  which  seem¬ 
ingly  came  from  nowhere,  even  though  Haig 
had  been  Kissinger’s  deputy  at  the  relevant 
time.  Now  in  the  course  of  a  lawsuit  that 
Halperin  has  brought,  we  learn  the  flat 
truth.  Anybody  for  a  new  secretary  of  state? 


Marianne  Means 

No  Hatch  Act  revisions 


WASHINGTON  —  Congress,  apparently 
infected  with  the  bicentennial  spirit,  is  about 
to  do  something  smart  for  a  change  and 
reject  a  move  to  put  the  nation’s  2.8  million 
civil  servants  on  the  spoils  system. 

A  controversial  proposal  to  overhaul  the 
Hatch  Act,  which  protects  federal  employes 
from  political  pressure  to  contribute  to  and 
work  for  incumbents’  campaigns,  now  seems 
certain  to  be  buried  in  a  House  committee. 
Earlier  this  spring,  however,  a  series  of 
hearings  around  the  country  by  a  House 
subcommittee  attracted  55  congressional  co¬ 
sponsors  and  built  considerable  support  for 
the  change. 

The  legi.slation  was  ostensibly  designed 
to  give  federal  employes  freedom  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  political  activities  as  other  citizens 
do.  But  it  had  overtones  of  that  sort  of 
unrealistic  philosophy  that  led  former  Presi¬ 
dent  Nixon  to  proclaim  two  years  ago  that 
he  opposed  a  federally  assisted  health  plan 
because  individuals  ought  to  be  “free”  to 
choose  (and  struggle  to  pay  for)  their  own 
medical  insurance. 

This  represented  the  first  time  the 
Hatch  Act,  passed  in  1939,  had  come  under 
serious  attack.  Some  congressmen  felt  the 
act  was  too  repressive,  in  that  it  denies 
federal  workers  a  basic  right  to  participate 
in  campaigns  and  run  for  public  office.  The 
Supreme  Court  upheld  the  constitutionality 


of  the  act  in  1973,  but  at  the  time  noted 
Congress  could  changq  it  at  any  time. 

The  American  Postal  Workers  Union 
has  been  actively  pushing  for  an  overhaul, 
because  officers  say  frankly  they  can’t 
acquire  true  political  clout  until  they  are 
permitted  to  operate  a  campaign  contribu¬ 
tion  fund,  which  is  currently  forbidden.  In 
addition,  witnesses  testifying  for  the  meas¬ 
ure  during  the  hearings  in  various  cities 
usually  included  the  local  mayor  and  other 
city  officials,  who  envisioned  large  numbers 
of  federal  employes  suddenly  available  for 
precinct  duty  or  other  unpaid  political 
chores. 

Congressional  representatives  from  the 
District  of  Columbia  area,  with  its  heavy 
concentration  of  civil  servants,  were  origi¬ 
nally  enthusiastic  for  the  bill.  But  most  of 
them  have  now  changed  their  minds. 

The  Hatch  Act  revision  includes  provi¬ 
sions  that  are  supposed  to  protect  federal 
workers  against  harassment.  But  actual 
harassment  would  not  be  necessary,  given  a 
worker’s  vulnerability  to  his  superior. 

Realistically,  the  Hatch  Act  overhaul 
would  destroy  that  quality  of  impartial 
execution  of  the  government’s  business  that 
has  sustained  this  country  through  contifiu- 
ous  changes  of  administration.  However 
frustrating  the  bureaucracy  may  occasional¬ 
ly  seem,  it  has  generally  operated  with 
professional  standards  of  fairness  and  merit. j 
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editorials  opinions  comics 

CLASSIFIED  OBITUARIES 


MY  TOWN 

Jack  Rosenbaum 


Tears  to  smiles 

Michael  OToole,  jogging  at  Buena  \usta 
Park,  saw  three  little  boys  throwing  Frisbees. 
Une  sailed  into  the  street  and  was  crushed  by  a 
passing  Porsche.  The  youngster  burst  into  tears 
I  The  driver  went  half  a  block,  made  a  U-turn, 

II  returned  to  the  scene  —  and  fished  out  his  own 

Frisbee  for  the  boy.  End  of  tears. 

Jewelry  salesman  Jerry  Pritikin  won  third 
■  prize  of  $75  in  City  Magazine’s  amateur  photo 
f  contest  but  lost  a  friend.  His  photo  showed  a 
Little  Old  Lady  knitting  at  her  window,  which 
Pritikin  took  from  his  own  window  across  the 
courtyard.  Since  the  woman  saw  the  picture,  she 
keeps  her  shade  down  and  is  giving  Pritikin  the 
silent  treatment. 

Attorney  Roselyn  Annin  suspects  that  High- 
f  way  Patrol  officers,  in  their  “slowdown"  of 
tagging  violators,  may  be  leaving  themselves 
open  for  indictment  by  the  state  attorney  general 
for  conspiracy  in  not  properly  enforcing  the  law. 

1  • 

I  HOW  DID  Rudy  Vallee  get  his  miserly  reputa- 
I  tion?  That  isn’t  stage  money  Rudy  is  passing  out 
•  as  tips.  At  David’s  last  night  before  his  Curran 
^  show,  How  to  Succeed  .  .  ’Vallee  gave  out  a 
\  dozen  ballpoint  pens  with  his  name  and  address, 
invited  new  friends  to  visit,  and  left  a  gratuity  far 
exceeding  the  standard  15  per  cent. 

Add  candidates  for  supervisor:  Popular 
George  Farber,  a  volunteer  in  numerous  civic 
activities  ,  .  .  Borrowing  a  tactic  now  used  by 
major  advertisers,  naming  and  blaming  the 
opposition.  Inspector  Mike  Nevin  will  make  politi¬ 
cal  history  here  in  the  next  day  or  two.  He’ll  have 
signs  on  30  streetcars  reading,  “Nevin  vs.  Hongis- 
to  for  sheriff  . . When’s  the  last  time  you  saw  a 
candidate  name  a  rival  on  his  election  card  ? 

• 

FORMER  CONSUL  GENERAL  of  Guatemala 
Roberto  Bianchi,  now  a  San  Franciscan,  chuckles 
over  the  report  that  Del  Monte  Corporation  paid  a 
$500,000  bribe  to  “an  influential  business  consult¬ 
ant”  to  get  a  banana  plantation  in  Guatemala. 
“We  could  have  done  that  job  for  half  that  much  ” 
says  Bianchi. 

Talk  of  the  Peninsula;  Communications  Tran¬ 
sistor  Corp.  in  San  Carlos  has  been  on  a  three-day 
work  week  for  a  year,  and  says  president  Tom 
CiochetH,  “It’s  working.”  Getting  paid  on  a  40- 
hour  basis  doesn’t  hurt  either  . . .  Superior  Judge 
Joseph  Kennedy  will  do  the  swearing-in  honors 
w'hen  Robert  Alioto  becomes  superintendent  of 
schools  Aug.  II. 

• 

SEVERAL  W' OMEN  in  the  voluntary  “I  Care” 
program  (a  prevention  of  blindness  group)  have 
put  themselves  on  the  spot.  At  a  recent  fund¬ 
raiser,  one  prize  was  a  gourmet  dinnef  for  eight 
which  the  ladies  will  cook.  Winner;  Chef  Sven 
Kaufman  of  the  Little  Mermaid  in  San  Mateo. 
And  to  make  the  test  greater,  his  guests  will  be 
chefs  from  the  Clift,  Fairmont  and  the  Mast  in 
Oakland.  .  .  .  Incidentally,  Kaufman  will  be  the 
official  chef  during  the  King  of  Sweden’s  visit 
I  next  spring. 

Everybody’s  in  the  act;  Ex-cowboy  star  Don¬ 
ald  (Red)  Barry  is  preparing  to  hit  the  trail  with  a 
one-man  Teddy  Roosevelt.  The  Curran  slated  as 
one  stop  this  winter.  .  .  .  Tiburon  Sam’s  Jim 
Bigelow  says  it  w'on’t  be  long  before  Phillips  66 
will  be  the  price  per  gallon.  How'  about  Union  76? 
Or  any  company’s  octane  90.  .  .  .  Overheard:  The 
trouble  with  doing  nothing  is  that  you  never  know 
I  when  you’re  through. 
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GRIN  AND  BEAR  IT 


Special  purchase.  When  the  family  enjoys  its 
entertainment  at  horne,  costs  go  down.  This  TV, 
with  its  superb  color  and  Power  Sentry  voltage 
regulator,  gives  your  favorite  programs  center 
stage  for  little  more  than  1  Vz  times  the  cost  of 
operating  a  light  bulb.  Pay  23.00  a  month  for  24 
months.* 

Television  Center  —  all  Macy's 
including  Macy's  new  San  Rafael  Home  Store 


IMPORTANT  INFORMATION:  Payment  of  your  purchase  in  full  withii 
CHARGE.  FINANCE  CHARGE  will  be  based  on  the  previous  balance  be 
balances  under  $1000  and  1%  on  balances  in  excess  of  $1000  which 
terms  shown  above  include  6V2%  sales  tax  on  monthly  payment  indica 

Shop  all  Macy’s  lat 

Order  toll-free  24  hours  a  day:  468-4444  in  San  Fra 


Zenith  19"  diagonal 
100%  solid  state 
Chromacolor  II  portable 

430.00 


